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Aalto Impact: Inspiring ecosystem

50%

50 % of Finnish startups founded in
in universities come from the Aalto community

25
25+ technology transfers completed by Aalto

approx.

tech. transfer

100
Every year up to 100 startus are born in

approx.

startups

Aalto’s ecosystem

200
200+ commissioned projects from companies

approx.

Industry project
50

50+ patent applications filed by Aalto in 2022 

approx.

patent

to industry & spinouts in 2022in 2022



Aalto University

Student-driven

For individuals For startups
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Example cases from Aalto’s Innovation Ecosystem 
Open Innovation – Knowledge Flow Framework

From Ideas 
To Impact®

Aaltoes & 
Ignite

IDBM 
Industry project

Aalto Design Factory
(ADF)

Gutmann,	T.,	Chochoiek,	C.	and	Chesbrough,	H.,	2023.	Extending	Open	Innovation:	Orchestrating	Knowledge	Flows	
from	Corporate	Venture	Capital	Investments.	California	Management	Review,	65(2),	pp.45-70.
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Aalto Design Factory
Inside-In

Collaboration project on Future lab of 
product design (2007)

Aalto Design Factory (ADF) is an 
interdisciplinary product design and 
learning hub uniting students, teachers, 
researchers, and industry. We aim to 
build a new kind of passion-based 
learning culture for Aalto University. 

Design Factory Global Network 
(DFGN) is a network of 37 innovation 
hubs in 25 countries based in universities 
and research organisations

Annual	report	Aalto	Design	Factory	2022	- 2023

https://designfactory.aalto.fi/
https://dfgn.org/
https://dfgn.org/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://designfactory.aalto.fi/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Annual-Publication-22-23.pdf


From Ideas To Impact®
Inside-Out

5-10 tech transfer to 
spinouts annually

20 tech transfer to
industry annually 

150 invention 
disclosures annually

40-70 startups in 
accelerator program 
annually (incl. partner
programs)

https://innovation.aalto.fi/


IDBM Industry Project
Outside-In

One of Aalto University’s flagship courses, 
the industry project provides a key learning 
platform of interdisciplinary teamwork 
and design thinking in real-life industry 
projects. 

Lasting approximately 7 months, the projects 
combine multidisciplinary student teams 
with industrial/business partners where 
students apply their skills on real-life business 
cases and problems. 

Students receive travelling & prototyping 
budget. 

https://www.idbm.aalto.fi/blog/categories/industry-project


Aaltoes & Ignite
Outside-Out

Aaltoes is a student-run volunteer organization, providing real-life 
entrepreneurial opportunities for curious individuals who want to challenge 
themselves and solve relevant challenges in an atmosphere where people 
default to action. Aaltoes has been pushing the cruciality of solving world-
changing problems through entrepreneurship in multiple programs and 
projects organised by driven students.

Ignite is a 10-week accelerator where first-time founders find their first 
customers and launch their businesses (if they haven’t done it prior to the 
programme).
Participants receive:
• 1.5-5 k€ to launch your business over the summer
• Exclusive network with access to mentors, advisors and investors.
• 10 Credits (ECTS) –this programme is NOT only for Aalto students! 
• Accommodation for the needing

https://www.aaltoes.com/
https://ignite.aaltoes.com/


Knowledge Transfer inside the Consortium
EIT HEI Initiative

C-ACCELERATE is focusing on innovation 
and entrepreneurial education in the field of the 
Cultural and Creative industries, with added 
focus on the Film and Media Arts. 

INCREDIT aims to make the deep-tech 
industry more approachable, not just for 
technical students, but also for design and 
business students, and focusing upon the 
interdisciplinary collaboration amongst 
them to create novel solutions.

https://www.c-accelerate.eu/
https://incredit-project.eu/


EIT HEI Initiative
Boosting knowledge flow inside Aalto’s Innovation Ecosystem 



THANK YOU!


